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Harvard Baroque Chamber Orchestra, directed by Phoebe Carrai 
A Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert 
Saturday,. January 10, 8:00 p.m. 
Athenæum members receive a 20% discount 

  
An all-Vivaldi program of virtuoso concertos will showcase the next generation of period-instrument performers 
under the direction of world-renowned baroque cellist Phoebe Carrai.  

The young players of the Harvard Baroque Chamber Orchestra, drawn from the area's finest colleges and 
conservatories, are dedicated to bringing to life the vivid rhetoric and dancing rhythms of baroque music. Carrai is a 
faculty member at the Longy School of Music and the Berlin Hochschule der Künste, and was recently named to the 
faculty of the Juilliard School. She was a member of Musica Antiqua Köln from 1983-2002 and is the founding 
director of the International Baroque Institute at Longy. Guest directors of HBCO have included Christopher 
Hogwood, William Christie, Joel Cohen, Andrew Parrott, and Ton Koopman; the orchestra also improvised with 
Bobby McFerrin before a packed Sanders Theater in 2002.  

General admission is $30, or $25 for seniors. Athenæum members receive a 20% discount. Students with ID and 
children seventeen years and under are admitted FREE. For more information or to order tickets, please contact The 
Cambridge Society for Early Music at 617-489-2062, send an e-mail to info@csem.org, or visit www.csem.org.  
  

  
Reading by Linda Dini Jenkins, author of Up at the Villa 
Saturday, January 24, 2:30 p.m. 
Free 

  
Linda Dini Jenkins, former Salem resident, much beloved Athenaeum member, and wife of former trustee Tim 
Jenkins, returns from Virginia to discuss her new book Up at the Villa: Travels with my Husband, a delightful 
combination of personal reminiscence and sensible advice on the joys and perils of foreign travel.  

Linda is a published poet, playwright and creative writing instructor. She is the author of Journey of a Returning 
Christian: Writing Into God (Chalice Press: 1994) and Sono italiana: a journey back to the beginning (Riverside Press, 
2003). She has been published in a wide range of literary journals, including: Poeti italo-americani, Vermont Voices, 
South Florida Poetry Review, Phoebe, Peregrine, and Tampa Review. She is co-author, with Barbara Worton, of the 
play, If I’m Talking, Why Aren’t You Listening?, and is the author of another play, Things I Never Told My Mother.  

  



  

  
History and Culture of Tsarist Russia 
Dr. Donald Ostrowski 
Monday evenings, 7:00-9:00 p.m.:  
January 26; February 2, 9, 23; March 2, 9, 16, 23 
Eight week course: $295 / $270 for members  

 
Dr. Donald Ostrowski ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǘƘŜƴŋǳƳ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ǎŀǊƛǎǘ 
wǳǎǎƛŀΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ LǾŀƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Nicholas II, examining major themes in Russian art and architecture, music, and literature, as well as their material, 
ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƛŎƻƴǎΣ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ YŀǊŀƳȊƛƴΣ 
Pushkin, Gogol, Dostoevsky, Turgenev, and Tolstoy; the ideas of Lomonosov, Chaadaev, the Slavophiles and 
Westerners, Soloviev, and Fedorov; the music of Glinka, Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin, Mussorgsky, and Tchaikovsky; 
and the art of Ushakov, Repin, Shishkin, and Malevich.  (The course will dovetail nicely with Russian historian 
Douglas Smith's March 7 lecture on his new book The Pearl, about a scandalous relationship that emerged in the 
court of Catherine the Great. 

Ostrowski is Research Advisor in the Social Sciences and Lecturer on World History and Russian History in the 
Division of Continuing Education at Harvard University.  He is the author of Muscovy and the Mongols: Cross-cultural 
Influences on the Steppe Frontier, 1304-1589; and the award-winning The Povest' vremennykh let [The Tale of 
Bygone Years]: An Interlinear Collation and Paradosis (3 vols.); and nearly 100 journal articles on various topics in the 
field of history. He is also a winner of the Petra T. Shattuck Excellence in Teaching Prize. 

  

February 2009 
   
Songs of World War II 
Saturday, February 7, 2:30 p.m. 
$15 / $10 for members of the Athenæum and seniors 

  

.ƛƭƭ {ŀƴƻ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ {Ƙŀǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ нн ά{ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦέ !ǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
population of the United States was involved in supporting the war, the music of the day told evocative stories and 
reflected a nation in which the war permeated every aspect of daily life.  The program will include some of the best-
loved songs of the era, and Bill hopes that any Athenaeum members or their friends who participated in the war or 
who have special memories of that time will get in touch with him (wcsano@verizon.net) before the program so 
they can be recognized at the performance and perhaps contribute song suggestions to it.   

Soprano Mary Shaw sings classical and popular music and is regularly heard at First Church of Christ Scientist in 

mailto:wcsano@verizon.net


Andover and First Parish Church in Weston.  She has also been a featured soloist with the Paul Madore Chorale and 
the Wellesley Choral Society.  Bill Sano is an acclaimed pianist and music conductor, as well as a teacher and music 
historian. He was music director of the Choral Art Society of the South Shore and has conducted the Concert Singers 
of Lynn, MA for the past 20 years.  He currently teaches at Marian Court College and at Salem State College. 

  

  

The Great Fire of Salem - 1914 

Lecture by Margherita Desy and Donald Friary 

Thursday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. 

$15 / $10 for members of the Athenæum and Historic Salem, Inc.  

  
The Great Fire of Salem, a devastating and transformative event in the life of the city, struck on the afternoon of 
June 25, 1914. Beginning in Salem's tanneries on Bridge and Boston Streets, the fire swept across 252 acres, 
destroying hundreds of buildings, including the new St. Joseph's Church on Lafayette Street and the Naumkeag 
Cotton Mills that overlooked Salem Harbor. Thousands of people were left homeless and jobless and tent cities were 
set up on Salem Common and in Forest River Park. Tracing the path of the fire, with illustrations, Mr. Friary and Ms. 
Desy will discuss the three distinct neighborhoods destroyed by the fire. After the devastation came the rebirth of 
Salem with both civic and domestic architecture rebuilt in the then popular Colonial Revival style, including the 
expanded and modernized Naumkeag Mills. 

Donald Friary, Principal of History for Hire LLC and Director Emeritus of Historic Deerfield, holds a Ph.D. in American 
Civilization. He led the 2007 Historic Salem, Inc. Walking Tours as a convincing Reverend William Bentley. 

Margherita Desy is the Historian for the Naval History & Heritage Command Detachment Boston, working with USS 
Constitution. Prior to this, Ms. Desy worked for Historic New England's Phillips House in Salem as Curator and Site 
Manager. 

This lecture is co-presented by Historic Salem, Inc. and The Salem Athenæum.  
 

 

 

Bookbinding: A Quick Romp through 600 Years 

a lecture by Samuel B. Ellenport of The Harcourt Bindery 

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 7:00 p.m. 

Free 

  

In an illustrated presentation, Mr. Ellenport will speak on the craft and artistry of bookbinding over its entire history.  Also on 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǘƘŜƴŋǳƳΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ 



 Sam Ellenport is a handbinder and formerly president, now division manager, of the Harcourt Bindery, which merged with 

Acme Bookbinding Co. in Charlestown in 2007.  Since its founding in 1900, Harcourt Bindery has established a national 

reputation as a pre-eminent hand bindery specializing in leather bindings.  Their collection of finishing tools and stamping dies 

made possible the replication of almost any style of binding decoration.  While the company has been creating modern art 

bindings, the mainstay of its work is within historical traditions of style and materials.  Examples of current workmanship can 

be seen on the website www.harcourtbindery.com. 

Mr. Ellenport speaks widely on bookbinding, is author of two books, Brass Plate Dies and Future of Hand-Bookbinding, several 

articles, and two DVDs documenting the history of the Harcourt Bindery and 19th century techniques used to create leather 

bindings.  

 

Salem Film Fest 

February 26-March 5, 2009 

For complete list of films, screenings, and events, see www.salemfilmfest.com 

 The Salem Athenæum will sponsor the film, BLAST!  Five time Emmy winner Paul Devlin follows the story of his 
brother, Mark Devlin PhD, as he leads a tenacious team of scientists hoping to figure out how all the galaxies formed 
by launching a revolutionary new telescope under a NASA high-altitude balloon. 

Their adventure takes them from Arctic Sweden to Inuit polar bear country in Canada , where catastrophic failure 
forces the team to try all over again on the desolate ice in Antarctica . No less than the understanding of the 
evolution and origins of our Universe is at stake on this exciting escapade that seeks to answer humankind's most 
basic question, How did we get here? 

BLAST! is about the crazy life of scientists. Their professional obsessions, personal and family sacrifices, and philosophical and 

religious questioning all give emotional resonance to a spectacular and suspenseful story of space exploration.  For more 

details on the film, see the official web site at www.blastthemovie.com 

 

BLAST! Screening at CinemaSalem, One Church Street:  

Friday, February 27, at 2:00 pm ( Main Theater) 

Monday, March 2, at 5:30 pm (Screening Room) 

   

  

 March 2009     

  

http://www.harcourtbindery.com/
http://www.salemfilmfest.com/
http://www.blastthemovie.com/


Lecture by Douglas Smith  

Saturday, March 7, 2:30 p.m. 

$10 / $5 for members / free for students with ID 

Historian Douglas Smith  will come from the West Coast to discuss his new book The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in 

Catherine the Great’s Russia, one of the most original stories yet told about this fascinating period.  Filled with a remarkable 

cast of characters and set against the backdrop of Imperial Russia, this historical account chronicles the forbidden and tragic 

ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ {ƘŜǊŜƳŜǘŜǾΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ŀǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŀǎƪƻǾƛŀ YƻǾŀƭȅƻǾŀΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊŦΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

greatest opera diva of her time and whom he secretly married. 

 Douglas Smith is an award-winniƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ IŜƴǊȅ aΦ 

Jackson School of International Studies.  He studied German and Russian at the University of Vermont and has a doctorate in 

history from UCLA.  Over the past 25 years, Smith has made many trips to Russia; in the 1980s he was a Russian-speaking guide 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ¦{!Φέ  He has worked as a Soviet affairs analyst at Radio Free 

Europe and Radio Liberty in Munich, and served as an interpreter for the late President Ronald Reagan.  Smith has also 

appeared in documentaries for the A&E and National Geographic television channels.  

  

  

 Celtic Concert with David O'Docherty, Michael O'Leary and Jen and Bob Strom 

Tuesday, March 17, 7:30 p.m. 

$15 / $10 for members 

 Returning to the Athenaeum will be Irish virtuoso flute and tin whistle player, singer, and story-teller extraordinaire 
5ŀǾƛŘ hΩ5ƻŎƘŜǊǘȅ (now an Athenæum member); joining him will be Celtic singer aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΣ fiddler Jen Strom, 
and guitar/bouzouki player Bob Strom.  Photographer Ziggy Hartfelder (also an Athenæum member) will be on hand 
to exhibit some of her beautiful photographs of Ireland.  In addition to Celtic music, we expect this to be a joyous 
celebration of all things Irish. 

  

 A Soiree in Salem 
Friday, March 27, 2009 

6:00 p.m., A Sponsors Reception and Special Exhibition Viewing 
of UNDER THE COVERS: The Hidden Art of Endpapers from the Collection of The Salem Athenæum, 1705-1945, at the 
Salem Athenæum, 337 Essex Street, Salem, Massachusetts  

8:00 p.m., Rosamond Bowditch Loring: Boston Bookbinder, Decorated Paper Maker & Modern Woman 
Lecture by Sidney Berger, followed by a Marbled Cake Reception at Hamilton Hall, 9 Chestnut Street, Salem, 
Massachusetts 



Sidney Berger, the Ann C. Pingree Director of the Phillips Library at the Peabody Essex Museum, will speak about 
Nathaniel Bowditch's great-granddaughter Rosamond Bowditch Loring's contribution to the world of paper and 
books. Loring almost single-handedly brought marbling and other paper decoration back to life in the United States 
after its disappearance here as a bookbinding material. 

Patron Sponsor $65 per person ($45 tax deductible) 
Subscribing Sponsor $35 per person ($15 tax deductible) 
Lecture & Marbled Cake Reception only $15 per person 

Please make checks payable to Essex County Community Foundation and mail to: The Bowditch Institute, Box 901, 
Salem, Massachusetts, 01970. 

This evening is presented by the Bowditch Institute, in cooperation with The Salem Athenæum, Hamilton Hall, The 
Peabody Essex Museum, The House of the Seven Gables, Essex National Heritage Commission, Historic New England, 
The Pickering House, Essex County Community Foundation and the Club of Odd Volumes.   
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Salem Literature Festival 
March 27-29, 2009 

  

  

For a complete list of events and locations, see www.salemlitfest.com 

Events at the Athenæum on Saturday March 28: 

11:00 a.m. Scrabble Tournament - please call or email the Athenæum to register 
3:00 p.m.  Children's book illustrator, Giles LaRoche 
7:00 p.m.  Tribute to John Updike moderated by Don Aucoin (audience participation encouraged, tell us what John 
Updike meant to you, read a favorite passage, etc.) 

  

 

 

April 2009 

  

 

  

  
 

The Brontë Sisters and Their Novels 

Dr. Sue Lonoff 

Thursday evenings, 7:00-9:00 p.m.:  

April 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 21 

Six week course: $220 / $195 for members  

  

 

http://www.salemlitfest.com/


Among the spring offerings is 5ǊΦ {ǳŜ [ƻƴƻŦŦΩǎ literature course on ά¢ƘŜ .Ǌƻƴǘš {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜƛǊ bƻǾŜƭǎΦέ 

 Perhaps the most famous sister-act among fiction-writing families, the Brontës are major nineteenth-

century writers whose novels continue to fascinate readers, fans, film-makers, and scholars. Among the 

novelists of this era, only Jane Austen has rivaled their popularity.  How did these sisters from a little 

English village in Yorkshire become a cultural phenomenon?  What makes their work so enduringly 

appealing?  This course will investigate these questions as participants read and discuss four Brontë 

novels: Jane Eyre and Villette by Charlotte Brontë, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Brontë, and 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë.  Dr. Lonoff will also consider the lives of the Brontës, the myths that 

have grown up around them, and the dissemination of their work in film, art, and popular culture. 

Sue Lonoff is Senior Associate of the Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning at Harvard University 

and lecturer on Expository Writing and Victorian Fiction.  She is the translator of The Belgian Essays of 

Charlotte and Emily Bronte, editor of Approaches to Teaching Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights, and 

author of Wilkie Collins and His Victorian Readers. She is also a founding trustee of The Center for the 

Humanities at The Graduate Center of the City University of New York, and is likewise a winner of 

IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ tetra T. Shattuck Excellence in Teaching Prize. 

 

  

 

Sue Lonoff 

Annual Egg Hunt 

Saturday April 11, 11:00 a.m. 

  

  

An Athenæum family tradition continues!  All are welcome to join the egg hunt or watch the fun.  Bring 

your basket!  This event will be held rain or shine. 

  

 

2009 Adams Lecture 

featuring Andrew Delbanco 

Friday, April 17, 7:30 p.m. 

Hamilton Hall, 9 Chestnut Street, Salem          [BUY TICKETS] 

  

  

https://web6.mkat.com/mktixrun/shared/mknporun?dir=enhc.MKT-165.SA-E12648&Event=SA-E12648&DisplayType=detail&page=mkeventregisterfrm.jsp


The Adams Lecture will be delivered by the distinguished scholar of American literature Andrew Delbanco, 

the Julian Clarence Levi Professor of the Humanities at Columbia University, whom Time Magazine has 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎǊƛǘƛŎΦέ  A frequent essayist in The New York Review of Books, The New 

Republic, Raritan, and other journals, he writes on issues ranging from American literary and religious 

history to contemporary issues in higher education.  His literary scholarship includes  Melville: His World 

and Work, which won the Lionel Trilling Award and was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Award in 

Biography; The Death of Satan: How Americans Have Lost the Sense of Evil; Required Reading: Why Our 

American Classics Matter Now; and The Real American Dream, all of which were named as notable books 

by the editors of The New York Times Book Review; and The Puritan Ideal, which also won the Lionel 

Trilling Award.  Among his edited books are Writing New England, The Portable Abraham Lincoln, Volume 

2 of The Sermons of Ralph Waldo Emerson (with Teresa Toulouse), and with Alan Heimert, The Puritans in 

America. In 2001, he was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences; in 2003 he 

was named New York State Scholar of the Year. He has received fellowships from the Guggenheim 

Foundation, the American Council of Learned Societies, and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  

He is a trustee of the National Humanities Center and the Library of America and has served as vice-

president of PEN America.   

Having focused his attention on Herman Melville in recent years, and having come to see him as perhaps 

the central figure in American literature, Professor Delbanco will devote the Adams Lecture to exploring 

άaŜƭǾƛƭƭŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ hǳǊǎΦέ   

Lecture tickets: $25 / $20 for members / $10 for students 

Lecture and Champagne Reception: $35 / $30 for members 

   

Courtly EncountersτEngland and Spainτ1554 

A Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert 

Saturday,. April 18, 8:00 p.m. 

Athenæum members receive a 20% discount 

Reservations must be made through CSEM www.csem.org 

 Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά/ƻǳǊǘƭȅ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎτEngland and SpainτмррпΣέ 

featuring Douglas Kirk, commentator; James Nicolson, double virginals; and a quartet from Exsultemus. 

 

American Medical Botany: A Salem Athenæum Treasure 

 Spring Exhibition Opening 

 Wednesday, April 22, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 The new spring exhibition at the Salem Athenæum features one extraordinary work, Jacob Bigelow's 1818 

American Medical Botany.  With sixty color-printed plates, it is a pioneering survey of the pharmacological 

use of plants in North America.   

 
Andrew Delbanco 

  

  

 

http://www.csem.org/


  

 Bigelow (1786-1879), first Rumford Professor of the Application of Science to the Useful Arts at Harvard 

College, was an experienced field botanist and life long teacher and was Dean of Harvard Medical School 

just as science was creating medicine as a credible profession. 

  

 In addition to American Medical Botany, also on display are commercial examples of herbal remedies and 

other important botanical works from the Athenæum collection. 

         

 Honorary Curator, Dr. Dale Gephart, will give a brief gallery talk during the opening.   

  

 For more information about Jacob Bigelow, his books and medical botany, Dr. Gephart will give a summer 

salon presentation on Friday July 3rd at 5:00 p.m. 

  

 Spring Work Day 

Saturday, April 25,  9:00 a.m. - noon 

This year we will clear away the accumulated grime of winter,  trim back the overgrowth of last year, and 

ready our gardens for the coming warm weather, the Garden Party and the Summer Salon Series.  Our 

long-range program for the grounds is coming to fruition, and we do not need any heavy pruning or 

transplanting this year. 

Simple weeding and light pruning will be the order of the day.  Plan on bringing your own gloves and hand 

tools.  The Athenæum will provide rakes, bags, beverages and snacks. 

May 2009 

  

Sargent and Boston: Love at First (and Second!) Sight 

Lecture by Mary Crawford-Volk 

Friday, May 1 

Lecture begins at 7:30 p.m., preceded by wine and cheese reception at 7:00 p.m. 

$20 / $15 for members      [BUY TICKETS] 

  
Noted art historian Mary Crawford-Volk will give a slide and lecture presentation on that Boston favorite, John Singer Sargent.  

Crawford-Volk is widely known as an expert on Velasquez and other Spanish painters; among the courses that she teaches at 

IŀǊǾŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ άCǊƻƳ 9ƭ DǊŜŎƻ ǘƻ tƛŎŀǎǎƻΦέ  But the American expatriate painters John Singer Sargent and James 

MacNeill Whistler have been the focus of her recent teaching and writing.   

Her published books include John Singer Sargent and El Jaleo, Rubenism, Vicencio Carducho and 17th Century Castilian Painting; 

and she has contributed to exhibition catalogues produced by the National Gallery of Art in Washington and The Tate Gallery in 

https://web6.mkat.com/mktixrun/shared/mknporun?dir=enhc.MKT-165.SA-E12649&Event=SA-E12649&DisplayType=detail&page=mkeventregisterfrm.jsp


London, and to art journals such as The Burlington Magazine. A superb lecturer, she was awarded the Petra T. Shattuck 

9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ tǊƛȊŜ ƛƴ IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нллнΦ   

 Members and guests will be treated to one tantalizing lecture on the John Singer Sargent we never quite knew.  This Friday 

evening event will be preceded by a wine-and-cheese reception; so come and unwind after work with a nice glass of wine and 

then prepare to gaze upon some of the most beautiful paintings that Sargent created.   

[BUY TICKETS] 
  

  
Annual Meeting of Proprietors of the Salem Athenæum 

Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 p.m. 

  

Proprietors and subscribers are invited, and encouraged, to attend the annual business meeting. 

 

June 2009 

  
Members Garden Party 
Sunday, June 7, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

  
Join us for an Athenæum tradition!  Members are welcome to bring a guest to introduce to the Athenæum at this 
annual event featuring live music and a reception in our beautiful garden. 
  

  

The Silk Road: An Ancient Avenue for Merchants and Missionaries 
Lecture by Dr. Morris Rossabi 
Wednesday, June 24, 7:30 p.m. 
Free 

  
As part of World History Week in Salem and the meetings of the World History Association Conference at Salem 
State College, the Salem Athenæum and Salem State College are proud to host a free public lecture by the leading 
authority on the Silk Roads. 

The Silk Roads, an incurably romantic part of history, linked the civilizations of China, Central Asia, West Asia, and 
Europe for much of pre-modern history, at least as early as the second century B.C.E.  The economic significance of 
these contacts may have been exaggerated, but their cultural impact can hardly be overstated, and the political 

https://web6.mkat.com/mktixrun/shared/mknporun?dir=enhc.MKT-165.SA-E12649&Event=SA-E12649&DisplayType=detail&page=mkeventregisterfrm.jsp


influences, particularly during the era of the Mongol empire, have only, of late, received much attention. 

Dr. Rossabi will offer an illustrated presentation in which he examines the journeys of Marco Polo, Xuanzang, and 
several other Silk Road travelers, and assesses the impact of the Silk Roads on Asian and European trade, the arts, 
religion, and science and technology. 

Professor Rossabi is a historian of China and Central Asia who teaches courses in Inner Asian and East Asian history 
at Columbia. He is author of several books, including Modern Mongolia: From Khans to Commissars to Capitalists 
(University of California Press, 2005); Khubilai Khan: His Life and Times (University of California Press, 1988) chosen 
as a main selection by the History Book Club; China and Inner Asia (Universe Books, 1975); editor of Governing 
China's Multi-Ethnic Frontiers (University of Washington Press, 2004); and contributor to several volumes of the 
Cambridge History of China. He has helped to organize exhibitions at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, and at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. He was on the advisory board of the 
Project on Central Eurasia of the Soros Foundation. He is author of numerous articles and speeches and travels 
repeatedly to Central Asia and Mongolia.  

Professor Rossabi received his PhD from Columbia in 1970. 

 

July 2009 

  
Summer Salon 
Friday, July 3, 5:00 p.m. 
  
Dr. Dale Gephart, honorary curator of the current exhibition, "American Medical Botany: A Salem Athenæum 
Treasure", will give a gallery talk about author Jacob Bigelow and his influential work. 

  
Summer Salon 
Friday, July 10, 5:00 p.m.  CANCELED 
  
Salem State College professors, William Cornwell and Ed Wilkens (retired), will discuss commonalities of philosophy 
and computers. 

  

Summer Salon 
Friday, July 17, 5:00 p.m. 
  
Rebel Shakespeare Company returns with a performance of HAMLET. 

  



Summer Salon 
Friday, July 24, 5:00 p.m. 
  
Todd DePastino will give an illustrated talk on the great World War II cartoonist Bill Mauldin, an army infantry 
sergeant who rocketed to fame at age twenty-two with his wildly popular feature "Up Front."  Week after week, 
Mauldin defied army censors, German artillery, and General George Patton's pledge to throw him in jail for 
insubordination to deliver his grim depictions of war to "Stars and Stripes" and hundreds of homefront newspapers.  
There, readers followed the stories of Willie and Joe, two wise-ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ΨŘƻƎŦŀŎŜǎΩ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳǳŘ-caked uniforms and 
pidgin of army slang and slum dialect bore eloquent witness to the world of combat and the men who lived ς and 
died ς in it.  We have never viewed war in the same way since. 
 
The talk is based on Todd's book, BILL MAULDIN: A LIFE UP FRONT (W.W. Norton, 2008), which has been named one 
of the best books of 2008 by the Boston Globe, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette among 
others.  Todd is also editor of acclaimed WILLIE & JOE: THE WWII YEARS (Fantagraphics Books, 2008), the first 
complete 
collection of Mauldin's World War II.  His previous books include CITIZEN HOBO: HOW A CENTURY OF 
HOMELESSNESS SHAPED AMERICA (University of Chicago Press, 2003) which won a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Fellowship.  He has a Ph.D. in American History from Yale University and teaches at Waynesburg 
University.  He lives in Pittsburgh with his wife and two daughters. 

  
 

Summer Salon 

Friday, July 31, 5:00 p.m. 

  

David Brody will give a book talk about his new historical conspiracy thriller, Cabal of the Westford Knight: Templars at the 

Newport Tower.  

 

August 2009 

  
Summer Salon 

Friday, August 21, 5:00 p.m. 

  

Rebel Shakespeare returns with a performance of Twelfth Night in the garden. 

  
 

 

 



  

September 2009 

  

 
Photo by Brian Pellinen 

  

 

Talk by Katherine Howe, author of The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane 

Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 p.m. 

$10, $5 for members, free for students 

  

Salem Athenæum member, Katherine Howe, has received much praise for her debut novel, 

The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane.  A columnist for Publisher's Weekly was riveted 

and even admitted to leaving work early to go home to finish the last chapter. 

Scholars of the Salem witch trials have long asked why the accusers chose to ruin so many 

lives, but Howe asks, what if the women really were witches?  What if the magic was real?  

In the novel, Harvard graduate student Connie Goodwin finds the name "Deliverance Dane" 

on a scrap of paper inside an old Bible.  This discovery launches Connie on a quest to find 

out who this woman was, a journey that becomes even more compeling when she beings to 

have visions of a woman condemned for practicing "physick"--herbal healing--on her 

neighbors in 1690s Salem.  When Connie's boyfriend, Sam, has a horrifying accident, she 

realizes the only way to save him involves an ancient and mystical cure.  Before time runs 

out, she needs to locate the actual physick book once owned by Deliverance Dane.  As the 

pieces of Deliverance's harrowing story fall into place, Connie begins to fear that she is more 

tied to Salem's dark past than she could have ever imagined. 

Katherine Howe is currently completing a Ph. D. in American and New England Studies at 

Boston University.  Two of her ancestors were tried as witches in 1692.  Elizabeth Proctor 

survived the ordeal; Elizabeth Howe did not.  The idea for The Physick Book of Deliverance 

Dane developed while Katherine was studying for her exams, walking her dog through the 

woods between Marblehead and Salem.  She lives in Marblehead with her husband. 

  

  

 

  

  

Darwin and On the Origin of Species  
with Dr. James Morris 

Thursdays, September 17 - October 22 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

  



Tuition $195 ($175 for members)             Course Registration Form   

)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ *ÁÍÅÓ *ÏÙÃÅȭÓ Ulysses ÉÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÎÏÖÅÌ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÅÖÅÒ ÒÅÁÄȢȱ  Similarly, the book featured in the 

Athenæum's fall 2009 course has received much attention but relatively few readers.  We are now offering a course of 

this deserving book in celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of 

the publication of On the Origin of Species in 2009.   

The course will be led by the brilliant and affable Dr. James Morris, Assistant Professor of Biology at Brandeis University 

and Research !ÄÖÉÓÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ !ÒÔÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÎ (ÁÒÖÁÒÄȭÓ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ 

Education. 

 For centuries prior to the /ÒÉÇÉÎȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ Á ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ÏÆ ȰÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÙȢȱ  To be 

acceptable, scientific theory had to be consistent with the teachings of the Church of England.  In the 17th century, 

Archbishop Ussher had derived a chronology of the history of the world, beginning with the creation, based on a literal 

reading of the Bible.  By this reasoning, he concluded that the world was created on 23 October, 4004 BC.  The great Isaac 

Newton reached a similar conclusion.  The Biblical account of the Creation in the Book of Genesis was thus regarded by 

most as entirely factual. The cosmos, all things terrestrialɂincluding plants, creatures of land and seaɂwere assumed to 

be created whole and perfect, in the condition in which the Creator intended them to exist.  Man was created in the image 

of God, and woman from the rib of man.  They walked upright and were beautiful, articulate, and possessed of a highly 

developed sense of reason.  It was with this world -view that the new sciences of geology and evolutionary biology would 

clash.  The idea that the earth could be many millions of years old, and that forms of life may have evolved from lower to 

higher forms, based on natural selection, was, for many, almost impossible to grasp. 

 The publication of the Origin completely transformed Western society, providing a new paradigm that ranks in its far-

reaching efÆÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ #ÏÐÅÒÎÉÃÕÓȟ 'ÁÌÉÌÅÏȟ ÁÎÄ .Å×ÔÏÎȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ $ÁÒ×ÉÎȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÃÉÔÅÄȟ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ 

celebrated, and still occasionally maligned, it is seldom read. This course is an invitation to read the Origin in its entirety. 

Each chapter provides leÓÓÏÎÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎ ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ $ÁÒ×ÉÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȟ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ 

philosophy, geology, embryology, biogeography, and the history of life on Earth. The course will end by considering the 

impact of Darwin in his own times, and ask why the Origin remains controversial to this dayɂparticularly among the 

ÐÒÏÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÔ $ÅÓÉÇÎȢȱ 

 Dr Morris earned an A.B. degree in History and Science from Harvard College, where he was elected a Junior Fellow of 

the Society of Fellows.  He subsequently earned his Ph.D. in Genetics from Harvard and an M.D. from Harvard Medical 

School. Dr. Morris has broad interests in science education, medicine, biotechnology, and the history of science, and 

teaches courses on Evolutionary Biology and Darwin, and on Genetics and Genomics.  At the Museum of Science in 

Boston, he often gives talks to the public on current developments in science and technology.  A recipient of numerous 

teaching awards and fellowships, and a member of several science boards, he is currently working as part of a team on 

an introductory college-level biology textbook. 

  

  
 

Sophia 200!  Children's event  
  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Jean/My%20Documents/Athenaeum/Website/Course_RegistrationFY2010.pdf


Saturday, September 19, 11:00 a.m. 

  

From September 19-21, Salem will celebrate our own Sophia Peabody Hawthorne, artist, writer, and wife of Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, in honor of her 200th birthday on September 21st.  The Athenæum will host an event for the younger set.  

Hear a story about Sophia Peabody Hawthorne followed by an art project inspired by Sophia's life.  For more 

information, see Sophia 200! Events. 

  

  

 

Rebel Shakespeare Tuesdays 
for ages 7-10 
10 Tuesdays beginning September 22nd 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

$125 (scholarships available, please inquire)       Tuesday Rebels Registration  

  

  

  

Keri Cahill of the Rebel Shakespeare Company will lead a 10-session program for children ages 7-10 (grades 2-5) 

exploring the world of Shakespeare and theatre in games and theatrical fun.  The final session will be a Friday evening 

performance the week before Thanksgiving. 

Space is limited and time is fleeting.  Please make haste and contact Jean Marie Procious 978-744-2540 and complete 

the registration form by the first meeting.   

  

  

Annual Book Sale 
Saturday, October 3, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

  

  

Come browse in the garden for a fun read or hidden treasure, and support the Athenæum!   

Donations of books (and audio books) will be accepted through September 30th.  Volunteers 

are needed to help sort during the week before, as well as on the day of the sale for set-up, 

sales, and clean-up.   

  

  

  

Talk by Hobson Woodward, author of A BRAVE VESSEL 
Tuesday, October 6, 7:00 p.m. 

$10, $5 for members, free for students 

  

 

http://www.salemmainstreets.org/?page_id=957
http://www.salemathenaeum.net/Tuesday%20Rebels%20registration.doc


A BRAVE VESSEL: The True Tale Of The Castaways Who Rescued Jamestown and 

Inspired Shakespeareôs The Tempest by Hobson Woodward evokes two words: shipwreck 

and Shakespeare.  It is the true story of the Sea Venture, the flagship of the Virginia 

Companyôs fleet of nine vessels which sailed from England in 1609 for the colony of 

Jamestown.  July 28, 2009 marked the 400
th
 anniversary of the shipôs wreck on the 

uninhabited island of Bermuda ï a wreck that would play a pivotal role in the colonization of 

Virginia, and come to inspire one of Shakespeareôs great plays, The Tempest.  

Few know the name William Strachey.  In the early 1600s Strachey, a gentleman of failing means, 

had great ambitions of being a writer.  What he needed was a good story to tell. A voyage to the New 

World was just the thing Strachey hoped would give him the material that would make him famous, 

so in the summer of 1609 he set sail aboard the Sea Venture.   

A few weeks into the voyage, the fleet encountered a storm of tremendous proportions.  Caught in a 

hurricane that threatened to tear apart the ship, the Sea Venture was separated from the rest of the 

vessels and wrecked on a reef near the shores of the uninhabited Bermuda, which would be the home 

of the castaways for the next ten months.  Throughout the voyage Strachey kept meticulous notes 

chronicling his days at sea, the activities of his fellow passengers, and the details of their time on 

Bermuda.   

The passengers did eventually make it to Jamestown, astounding the colonists there, who thought 

they had all been lost at sea.  The castaways were just as shocked by what they found ï far from the 

Eden the Virginia Company had promised, Jamestown was a colony stricken by sickness, starvation, 

and attacks by native Powhatans.  Shipwrecked life on Bermuda was paradise in comparison.  The 

arrival of the Sea Venture castaways helped revive the miserable colony and, along with a few other 

key serendipitous events, allowed the Virginia Companyôs colonization efforts to continue. 

Stracheyôs account of his first years in Bermuda and Jamestown made it back to London by 

ship, while he stayed behind to gather more material for what he hoped would be the most 

comprehensive account of the settling of the New World.  His writings circulated among 

those hungry for tales of exploration, and among the other writers of the day.  In 1611 

Strachey returned to London just missing the premiere of The Tempest, Shakespeareôs newest 

play, set on an enchanted island, and containing curious correlations to Stracheyôs account of 

the wreck and life on Bermuda.  Stracheyôs voyage did indeed provide the material for a 

lasting piece of literature, but only in the hands of the other William.  In the end A BRAVE 

VESSEL is not only a fascinating account of the settling of Virginia, but also the story 

behind the origin of this great play, and the tragedy of the man who failed as a writer but 

inspired a masterpiece.  

Hobson Woodward is associate editor of the Adams Papers at the Massachusetts Historical 

Society. He lives in Rowley. 

 

Massachusetts Poetry Festival Launch 
Thursday, October 15, 7:00 p.m. 

free 

 

  

  

 



North shore poets will help to initiate the 2
nd

 Massachusetts Poetry Festival with a reading 

and celebration of poetry in the Commonwealth.  J.D. Scrimgeour will host.  Among the 

readers will be: Rufus Collinson, James Connatser, Bill Coyle, Amy Dengler, Diane Kendig, 

Claire Keyes, Ruth Maassen, Rich Murphy, January OôNeill, John Ronan, Dan Sklar, and 

Suellen Wedmore. 

For more information on Poetry Festival events see: http://www.masspoetry.org/ 

  
 

 

  
  

  

Autumn Work Day  

Saturday, October 24, 9:00 a.m. - noon 

  

  

The work day originally scheduled for Oct. 17th is now scheduled for October 24th.   

Please join us for the fall building and grounds work day when we clean up the garden and make 

preparations for winter.  It's a great opportunity to meet new friends and become better acquainted 

with the Athenæum. 

  

  

LA DONNA MUSICALE  

Venetian Women Composers of the 17th and 18th Centuries 

A Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert 

Saturday, October 24, 8:00 p.m. 

$30, $25 for members, free for students with ID and children under 17 

  

 

Combining stirring performances with ground-breaking scholarship, this award-winning ensemble, 

led by 2009 Radcliffe Institute Fellow Laury Gutierrez, brings to life music by female composers 

nearly forgotten by history, vibrant works that have either been long overlooked or only recently 

discovered.  Passionate arias, moving laments, and expressive instrumental music by Barbara 

Strozzi, Antonia Bembo, and Anna Bon.   

  

  

  

Talk by Erin Arvedlund  

author of Too Good to be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff 

Thursday, October 29, 7:00 p.m. 

$15, $10 for members, $5 for students            

  

 

  

In early 2001, when Bernard Madoff was living luxuriously and reporting extraordinary returns 
 



from his secretive hedge fund, Barron's reporter Erin Arvenlund followed her suspicions and 

asked a simple question: how does he do it?  Her article, the first to challenge Madoff in a major 

publication, was based on more than a hundred interviews.  It quickly became water-cooler fodder 

around Wall Street, as it showed how unlikely it was that Madoff was making such astonishing 

returns without cheating.  Despite the buzz generated by her article, the SEC turned a blind eye. 

When Madoff was arrested in late 2008, it was revealed that this pillar of Wall Street was indeed a 

con artist and had been running a $65 billion Ponzi scheme, the biggest in history. Arvedlund 

returned to her former subject to write the definitive book on the Madoff scandel, Too Good to be 

True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff.   

 

Tracing Madoff's story from his childhood in Queens to his rise among the elite social circles of 

Manhattan, Arvedlund shows how Madoff was no ordinary liar.  He was a master of manipulation, 

telling the kind of lies that people really wanted to believe.  Running his secretive hedge fund 

alongside his legitimate broker-dealer business, Madoff kept his clients at a distance and allowed 

handsomely-paid friends to solicit new ones for him.  This strategy created the allure of an 

exclusive club that only a select few were able to join; playing hard to get created an irresistible 

mystique.   

 

Arvedlund looks closely at Madoff's family, friends, co-workers, the "feeder funds" who enable 

him, and the investors who never wanted to question that Madoff, and their returns, were in fact 

too good to be true.  Arvedlund also asks why so few people heeded the many warning signs that 

surrounded Madoff, which she and others had flagged years earlier. 

 

This is the book on the Madoff case--the one that truly explains how one of Wall Street's icons 

created such a giant web of deception and swindled so many smart people for so many years. 

Erin Arvedlund has been a reporter at Dow Jones newwires, The Moscow Times, TheStreet.com, 

Barron's, and The New York Times.  She also has Wall Street experience, having worked in the 

hedge fund industry at two separate firms, Vision Opportunity Capital Management and Sanford 

C. Bernstein.   

 

Arvedlund has a B.A. from Tufts University in International Relations and studied abroad for a 

semester at Leningrad State Universtiy in St. Petersburg.  She has also freelanced extensively for 

print and online magazines such as Fortune, Outside, The Economist Intelligence Unit, Portfolio, 

and Slate. She is married and divides her time between New York and Philadelphia. 

  

Talk by Ron Soodalter 
author of The Slave Next Door: Human Trafficking and Slavery in America Today 

Tuesday, November 3, 7:00 p.m. 

$15, $10 for members, $5 for students          [ BUY TICKETS ] 

  

 

 

Slavery does exist in America today. A few sensational cases make the headlines, but slave labor 

has an active underground existence in domestic service, prostitution, farm labor, factories, light  

http://tiny.cc/haQ4U


industry, prisons and mining operations. Soodalter has teamed with Kevin Bales, author of 

Disposable People and President of Free the Slaves, to document just how pervasive slavery is 

throughout our country and the world, where as many as 27 million people are its victims. 

The result is a riveting new book, which goes beyond documenting modern-day American slavery 

to focus on causes and solutions, and what ordinary individuals can do to help sever the links that 

create and hide human bondage. 

Ron Soodalter, historian, folklorist, and lecturer, is also the author of Hanging Captain Gordon: 

The Life and Trial of an American Slave Trader, as well as articles on the historic and modern 

slave trade, the Civil War, and the American West. A respected Lincoln scholar, he serves on the 

Board of the Abraham Lincoln Institute. 

Top of Form 

Presented by:  

The Salem Award Foundation for Human Rights and Social Justice,  

The Salem Athenæum and The First Church in Salem, Unitarian  

  

 

December 2009 

  
  

Naughty and Nice: A Christmas Repertory 

A Childôs Christmas in Wales 

by Dylan Thomas 

Directed by Caroline Watson-Felt 

 

Friday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 6 at 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.  

Itôs nice!  Fun for the whole family! 

  

 The Eight: Reindeer Monologues 

by Jeff Goode 

Directed by Catherine M. Bertrand  

Saturday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m. 

 Itôs naughty!  Strong language and adult situations!  

All shows at the Salem Athenaeum 

Tickets and additional information at www.salemtheatre.com or call 978-790-8546  

  

  

  

    

Holiday Open House 

featuring music by O'Carolan, Etcetera 

Saturday, December 12, 1:00-3:00 p.m., concert begins at 2:00 p.m. 

  

http://www.salemtheatre.com/


  

Please join us to view the new exhibition, OUTBOUND!: Salem to the Farthest Ports, with 

honorary curator, Elaine von Bruns, and for a very special performance by O'Carolan, Etcetera 

featuring traditional and seasonal music.  

O'Carolan, Etcetera is Trish DeCaprio (violin), Cindy McIntire (flute), Herb Smooth (concertina), 

Dick Luecke (guitar).  

  

  

  

    

    
 


