
 

 

2010 Programs 

January 2010 

  

 

Bicentennial Kick-Off 
Cocktail party at Sixty2onWharf 

Tuesday, January 12, 6-9 p.m. 

Tickets $20 (cash bar) 

  

Please join us for a fundraising cocktail party to learn more about the upcoming year 

of bicentennial events. 

    

    

Carthage Consort of Viols 
Music from the Henry VIII Manuscript 

A Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert 

Saturday, January 16, 8:00 p.m. 

$30, $25 for seniors and Athenæum members, students and children under 17 FREE 

  

  

The ravishing sounds of three viols in consort will transport you to the world of the 

Renaissance English court.  Their starting point is the extraordinary manuscript that 

preserves works by King Henry himself, his court musicians and the continental 

composers who influenced them.  A feast for the ears, from haunting chansons to 

astonishingly complex polyphony, this is elegant and exhilarating music that is off the 

beaten path.  The musicians are Jane Hershey, Laura Jeppeson, and Emily Walhout. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact Cambridge Society for Early 

Music at 617.489.2062 or on-line at www.csem.org 

 

 Fashion in Federal New England 

Illustrated lecture by Victoria Rebal and Matthew Brenckle 

Friday, January 22, 7 p.m. 

$15, $10 members, $5 students      

  

http://www.csem.org/


Victoria Rebal and Matthew Brenckle will give an illustrated presentation 

demonstrating the dress fashions of the Federal era and the social and political climate 

that influenced them.  There will be particular attention paid to Salem and New 

England in 1810 in preparation for the Assembly in March.   

 

"The Chief Spirit...Our Venerable Fellow Citizen:" 

The Life of John Remond in Antebellum Salem 

Lecture by George Schwartz 

Tuesday, January 26, 7:00 p.m.                         

$15, $10 for members, $5 for students           

Presented by Salem Athenæum and Historic Salem, Inc. 

In 1798, the brig Six Brothers of Salem, Massachusetts picked up a most unlikely passenger 

on her homeward bound voyage from Curaçao. When the vessel arrived in Salem on 

September 11, 1798, one of the passengers onboard was listed as “Vonreman, age 10, height 

4’5”, from Curaçao, complexion black.” This boy was John Remond, who would go on to 

become the patriarch of one of the most influential free African American families in New 

England. Born on Curaçao in 1786, he managed to obtain passage to Salem on the Six 

Brothers only three years removed from a major slave uprising in his native land. Though 

John Remond states later in his life that he came to Salem “for schooling,” the Six Brothers 

represented a way for him to escape any future unrest in Curaçao and have a chance at a 

prosperous life in the United States. 

In Salem, John Remond would raise his family and develop a large business of 

catering, shop management, and food exportation that was integrally tied to Salem’s 

mercantile trade. All the while, he never lost sight of the turbulent environment in the 

West Indies that he grew up in, and used that as fodder for helping enhance life for the 

free and enslaved African American men and women in the United States. It is for 

these reasons why it is important to tell his story, one that is seldom told apart from 

cursory lines or footnotes in articles and books written on two of his children, Charles 

Lenox Remond and Sarah Parker Remond. It was John Remond’s hard work and 

influence that paved the way for them to receive worldwide notoriety as antislavery 

activists and notable speakers. 

The Athenæum is pleased to join Historic Salem, Inc. in offering this Salem history 

program as part of our Bicentennial programming.  John Remond's catering company 

supplied numerous formal parties, or "assemblies."  On March 6, the Athenæum will 

host a celebration in this tradition at Hamilton Hall. 

 

  

Salem Chamber Business After Hours 
at the Salem Athenæum 

Thursday, January 28, 5-7 p.m. 



The Salem Athenæum welcomes the business community into our beautiful library to learn more about us during this 

bicentennial year. 

 

 1810 Gown Workshop with Victoria Rebal 
Sunday, January 31, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

$65, limit 12     [Register Now] 

Can't find a dress for the Athenæum Assembly?  Make your own!  Join seamstress Victoria Rebal for a gown making 

workshop to create a custom dress made to fit you!  Participants will learn how to make a custom pattern and sew a 

dress fit for a ball.  A selection of period-correct fabrics will be available for purchase for $8- $15 a yard. 

 

The workshop will include: a brief presentation of period images, overview of sewing techniques, 

presentation/demonstration of the art of draping a figure for a fitted garment, instruction/guidance in creating a 

personal pattern, and sewing of garment with instructor available for questions. 

 

The instructor will supply: a light breakfast (participants bring bag lunch), muslin for draping, tracing paper for the 

pattern, presentation, and fabric choices priced between $8-15 per yard. 

 

Participants need to bring: a sewing kit (needles, thread, pins, beeswax, etc.), a sewing machine if you wish to sew the 

interior seams by machine, fashion fabric for gown that has been approved by instructor or purchased from instructor 

(see above), early 19th century undergarments or a well fitting nude push-up bra and long slip.  Patterns for early 19th 

century undergarments are available at http://www.sensibility.com/pattern/main/?page_id=8 

 

February 2010 

  

Confluence CD Release Party 

Wednesday, February 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Confluence is a collaboration featuring the poetry of J.D. Scrimgeour and the music of Philip Swanson.   

  

Gentleman's Dress Advice and Rental 
Saturday, February 27, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Reserve no later than February 17 

 

Mark Hilliard of Heart of Oak Historical Services will be on hand at the Salem Athenæum to provide advice to 
gentleman on their costume for the Assembly and will provide historically accurate clothing and accessories for 
rent.   

Contact Mark directly at markhilliard@post.harvard.edu as soon as possible to reserve. 

  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2oseblt1d721b5c
http://www.sensibility.com/pattern/main/?page_id=8
mailto:markhilliard@post.harvard.edu


  

Baroque Music of Scotland and Maritime Canada 
Chris Norman, baroque flute and David Greenberg, violin 

A Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert 

Saturday, February 27, 8:00 p.m. 

$30, $25 for seniors and Athenæum members 

students and children under 17 FREE 

  

Two of the most imaginative and dynamic performers in traditional and early music join forces to present a program that runs 

the gamut from Bach to bannocks, refined to rollicking, performed on violin, flutes, pipes, pump organ, and voice. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact Cambridge Society for Early Music at 617.489.2062 or on-
line at www.csem.org 

  

March 2010 

  

Celebrating 1810: The Salem Athenæum Bicentennial Assembly 

Saturday, March 6, 7-11 p.m. 

Hamilton Hall, 9 Chestnut Street, Salem 

Black tie or period dress 

$125   ($65 is tax-deductible)  [RSVP]  

The Athenæum will honor its 200th anniversary with a delightful return to Salem in 1810.  Authentic food, drink, 

music and entertainments will greet guests who are welcome (but not required) to wear period dress.   

Please note that the ticket price includes supper, drinks, and dessert.  The Assembly is a fundraiser with all proceeds 

from the ticket sales to benefit the Salem Athenæum.  $65 of each ticket is tax-deductible.   

For those interested in period dress, hair styles or accessories, we recommend visiting the following web sites for 

more information:       Ladies                 Gentlemen 

Need a sitter?  At the Athenæum from 6-11 p.m. we will offer a pajama party for the children of those attending 

the Assembly.  The party will feature stories, games, snacks, and a movie.  Please reserve by March 4 with the 

names and ages of children who will be attendance.  Contact Jean Marie at 978.741.0790 or 

info@salemathenaeum.net for more information. 

 

Salem 2010: Now and Then - Community Celebration Day 

Sunday, March 21, 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Free admission to House of the Seven Gables, Phillips House and special open hours at the Salem Athenæum and 

Brookhouse 

http://www.csem.org/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2od9s7c37827a8d
http://rochestercontra.com/Women's2008.pdf
http://rochestercontra.com/Men's2008.pdf
mailto:info@salemathenaeum.net


Free parking available at the House of Seven Gables, with free transport between each location provided by the 

Salem Trolley 

  

This community-wide, yearlong celebration kicks off with a day of free entry to four historical organizations in town 

(House of the Seven Gables Settlement Association, the Salem Athenæum, the Phillips House and Brookhouse), 

birthday cakes, free trolley rides between sites, and family activities, including Explor-Salem kits. The celebration is 

free to Salem residents, people working in Salem, and members of each organization. Partnering with Historic New 

England are the Bowditch Institute; the House of the Seven Gables Settlement Association, celebrating its 

centennial; and the Salem Athenæum, celebrating its bicentennial.  

 

April 2010 

Annual Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 3, 11 a.m. 

Children hunting for eggs in the garden is a hallmark of spring at the Athenæum.  All are welcome to join us for this 

treat-filled morning.  Have children bring a basket and dress appropriately for the weather.  We'll be outside rain or 

shine! 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ {ŀƭŜƳ 

Course instructed by Dr. Donald Friary 
Monday evenings, April 5 through May 10, 2010 

 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Tuition $175 for members and $195 for non-members      

  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƘŜƴŋǳƳΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ .ƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмлΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

{ŀƭŜƳΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΦ  Almost everyone living in Salem knows something about Bentley, 

but few of us know the details of his extraordinary life and the extent of his influence both within and outside New England.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘe 

same time.  

For thirty-six years, from 1783 to 1810, Bentley was pastor of the East Church in Salem, and chronicler in his voluminous diary 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƛŎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /Ƙƛƴŀ 

Trade Ǉǳǘ {ŀƭŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳŀǇΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

Salem Athenaeum was founded.  In a series of six classes, Dr. Friary will discuss the eccentric minister who rarely traveled 

further than Boston and Cambridge but was a citizen and an observer of the world. 

 5ǊΦ CǊƛŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ [ŀǘƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎe.  

It will follow his search for a post as pastor of one of New EƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 

his lifetime became Unitarianism.  /ƻǳǊǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΣ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜΤ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ 

ƘŀǊōƻǊ ŦǊƻƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜlopment, and the education of others.  .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 

in, indeed his passion for, collecting all sorts of curiosities, tangible and otherwise, will be the focus of one session.  Finally, as 

spring brings longer days and warmer nights, Mr. Bentley himself will appear for a walk about the East Parish in 1819 and the 



buildings and personalities he knew so well. 

 Donald Friary, a Salem resident since 2005, is President of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts and Principal with History 

for Hire.  He was for twenty-eight years Executive Director of Historic Deerfield, Inc. and has taught at the State University of 

New York at New Paltz and at Smith College.  He holds three degrees in American Civilization: an A.B. from Brown University 

and his A.M. and Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania.  He is also a member of the American Antiquarian Society, a 

Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and a member of the board of Historic Salem, Inc. The author of numerous 

articles and reviews in early American history, he has appeared on the streets of Salem in costume and in character as the 

Reverend Bentley.  Members will also recall his fascinating lecture this past year, with Margherita Desy, on the Great Salem 

Fire of 1914. 

 

 

Founders Symposium 
Saturday, April 24, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

$60/ $50 for members (includes box lunch) 

Registration deadline is Thursday, April 22nd.  

 

The Founders Symposium will feature presentations and discussion on founding and prominent members of the 

Salem Athenæum.  The speakers will be: Robert Allison of Suffolk University on Joseph Story, Dane Morrison of 

Salem State College on Nathaniel Silsbee, Maura Henry of Holyoke Community College on Leverett Saltonstall, 

Charlie Newhall of St. John's Prep on Edward Augustus Holyoke, Margherita Desy of the Naval Historical Center 

on Nathaniel Bowditch and Nathaniel West, Peter Drummey of Massachusetts Historical Society on John Pickering, 

Jr.,  Jim McAllister of Derby Square Tours about Samuel Putnam, and John Goff of Salem Preservation, Inc. about 

William Orne.   

The day-long event will consist of two sessions: one from 10 a.m. to noon, a break for lunch (which will be 

provided) and the second from 1:30 to 3 p.m.  In addition to formal presentations by the speakers, there will be a 

panel discussion and a question-and-answer session with the audience.  Along with Athenæum members and the 

general public, we hope that local descendants of the founders, as well as any history buffs who have collected 

information about them or the library's first shareholders, will join us in this exciting journey into our past.   

 
   

 Spring Grounds Clean-up 

Sunday, April 25, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 

Members and friends we invite you to once again help us keep the grounds looking their best.  Please bring your 

own garden tools for pruning, weeding, and general clean-up.  We'll supply refreshments.  See you there! 

  



May 2010 

 

Annual Meeting of the Proprietors 

Wednesday, May 5, 7:00 p.m. 

All current members are welcome to attend the annual business meeting of the Salem Athenæum and the opening of a 

new exhibition. 

  

An Evening of Catalan Poetry, Painting, and Music 

with August Bover and Dr. Kristine Doll  

Saturday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. 

$15 / $10 for members / Free for students [Register Here] 

Visiting from Barcelona, poet, August Bover, and Dr. Kristine Doll, Professor of 

Foreign Languages at Salem State College will present a very special evening of 

Catalan culture.   Mr. Bover will read his poetry and Dr. Doll will present a translation, 

with music and artwork on display.    

AUGUST BOVER is Professor of Catalan Literature at the University of Barcelona.  He is a 

celebrated poet throughout the Catalan-speaking lands of Spain and southern France. 

In addition to several anthologies, his works of poetry ςsome in collaboration with painters 

such as Brull Carreras, Salvador Alibau or Pere Capellà; or the photographer Toni Vidal-- 

include: 9ƴ ǇŝƭŀƎ ŘΩŀƳƻǊ [In a Sea of Love] (Palma, Mallorca: Documenta Balear, 1999), 

[ΩƘƛǾŜǊƴ ǎƻǘŀ Ŝƭ /ŀŘƝ [Winter at the Foot of the Cadí Mountains] (Tarragona: Arola Editors, 

2001), Mojave (Sitges: Papers de Terramar, 2006), Vicino al mare. Antologia poetica [Next to 

the Sea] (Cagliari, Sardinia: Arxiu de Tradicions, 2006), Terres de llicorella [Slate Lands] 

(Tarragona: Arola Editors, 2007), and Cloc! (Tarragona: Arola Editors, 2010; in print). 

Many of his works have been translated into numerous languages, including English, French, 

German, Italian, Japanese and Spanish. 

  

  

 
August Bover 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2v64uq4ccf1d956


Book Talk with Leo Damrosch 

author of Tocqueville's Discovery of America 

May 20, 7:00 p.m. 

$15, $10 members, Free for students   [Register Now] 

 

Leo Damrosch, professor of literature at Harvard and author of the recently published 

¢ƻŎǉǳŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ will discuss Alexis de Tocqueville and his multi-dimensional 

nine-month tour of the United States in1831-32.  Following his U.S. visit, Tocqueville, a 

volatile 25-year-old French apprentice magistrate of aristocratic background, compiled his 

impressions iƴ ά5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ-ranging and insightful two-volume work on all 

aspects of American society. 

  

¢ƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ DƭƻōŜΩǎ DŜƻǊƎŜ {Ŏƛŀƭŀōōŀ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ά[Ŝƻ 5ŀƳǊƻǎŎƘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘŜǎ ώ¢ƻŎǉǳŜǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

.ŜŀǳƳƻƴǘΩǎϐ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŀƭƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭƻƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Iudson River Valley and the 

trackless Wisconsin forest, clouds of merciless mosquitoes and flocks of gorgeous parrots . . . 

The result is neither another biography of Tocqueville . . .  ƴƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ Ψ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣΩ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƎŜƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻlorful portrait, on a modest scale, of an astonishing young 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦέ ²ǊƻǘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘ {Φ 

Reynolds in a book review for The New York TimesΣ ά5ŀƳǊƻǎŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǳǘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƻŦ 

¢ƻŎǉǳŜǾƛƭƭŜΦέ 

  

Since 1989, Leo Damrosch has been the Ernest Bernbaum Professor of Literature at Harvard 

University. He holds degrees from Yale and from Cambridge University, where he was a 

Marshall Scholar, and from Princeton University.  

  

At Harvard, Damrosch has served as chair of the Department of English, and in recognition of 

distinguished teaching was named a Harvard College Professor. As author of several books, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ άWŜŀƴ-WŀŎǉǳŜǎ wƻǳǎǎŜŀǳΥ wŜǎǘƭŜǎǎ DŜƴƛǳǎΣέ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

2005 National Book Award in Nonfiction and winner of the PEN New England/Winship Award 

for best work of nonfiction, Damrosch has earned many accolades for his newest work.  

 

Salem Poetry Seminar Readings 

Tuesday, June 1, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 2, 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 3, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 4, 7:30 p.m. features Tony Hoagland 
Free and all are invited 

Join us for a week of readings by the next generation of poets!  Participants in this 

 
Leo Damrosch 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2vl15x6843cea83


year's Salem Poetry Seminar, a week-long intensive workshop for a dozen students 
attending state colleges in Massachusetts, will give public readings of their poems.  
Show your support of these young writers and be moved by new poems from fresh 
voices.   

 

Annual Members Garden Party 

Sunday, June 6, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Members and their guests are invited to enjoy the lovely garden at the Athenæum.  
The party features live music with Plan B and a reception with a bicentennial birthday 
cake.   

 

 Summer Salon Series 

Friday, June 11, 5:00 p.m. 

Reading by Tracy Winn, author of Mrs. Somebody Somebody, a fiction collection set in 
Lowell and named a Massachusetts Award Must Read.   

 

 Music at Eden's Edge 

Really Open Rehearsal: New Music at the Edge with Composer John H. Wallace 

Sunday, June 13, 5:00 p.m. 

$20, $15 students and seniors, $55 family 

aǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ 9ŘŜƴΩǎ 9ŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ 

Really Open Rehearsal ς a unique and intimate look at how music is created and performed. 

tǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ a99Ωǎ нфth season of great music, the Really Open Rehearsal features a behind-

the-scenes look at the creation and performance of StructuresΣ a99Ωǎ нлмл bŜǿ aǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Edge commission by composer John H. Wallace.  

A Salem resident whose interest in music, history and architecture intersect in this 

mesmerizing work, Mr. Wallace will direct the rehearsal and discuss his musical interpretation 

ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ {ƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ 

own House of the Seven Gables, the Rebecca Nurse House in Danvers, the Nathaniel Felton, 

Sr. House in Peabody, the First Religious Society in Newburyport and the Rev. John Wise 

House in Essex.  

Structures is programmed in an eclectic matrix of music with emerging themes of light and 

dark. You will be enchanted by the dark Krommer Bassoon Quartet in E Flat with two violas; 

beguiled by Villa-Lobos Bachianas Brasileiras No.6; and fascinated by the Martinu String Trio 



and the Reger Serenade for Flute, Violin and Viola.   

Artists for this must-see/must hear event are Orlando Cela, Flute; Neil Fairbairn, Bassoon; 

Mark Berger, Viola; Maria Benotti, Violin and Viola; and Sarah Freiberg, Cello. 

Tickets are $20 general admission, $15 for students and seniors, and $55 for a Family 

package. For more information or to order tickets, visit www.edensedge.org. 

  

 

Book Talk with Ulrich Boser, author of The Gardner Heist 

Monday, June 14, 7:00 p.m. 

$15, $10, Free for students     

  

Ulrich Boser will speak on his book The Gardner Heist: The True Story of the World's 
Largest Unsolved Art Theft.  Shortly after midnight on March 18, 1990, two men 
dressed as police officers broke into the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston 
and stole 13 masterpieces including five Degas, three Rembrandts, and a Vermeer. 
The plundered works are worth an estimated $500 million, and the theft remains the 
largest unsolved art heist in history. 

Detective Harold Smith worked the theft for years, and after his death, reporter Ulrich 
Boser decided to pick up where he left off. Traveling deep into the art underworld, 
Boser explored Smith's unfinished leads and came across a remarkable cast of 
characters, including the brilliant rock 'n' roll art thief; the golden-boy gangster who 
professes his innocence in rhyming verse; and the Boston heiress Isabella Stewart 
Gardner, who stipulated in her will that nothing should ever be changed in her 
museum. 

In The Gardner Heist, Boser describes how he uncovered new evidence about the 
identities of the men who robbed the museum nearly two decades ago. A tale of art 
and greed, of obsession and loss, The Gardner Heist is as compelling as the stolen 
masterpieces themselves. The book spent five weeks on the Boston Globe best-seller 
list and became a national best-seller.  

 "Boser has done a public service in exposing the real world of art theft: It isn't about 
glamour and culture τ it's about greed, violence and irreparable, maddening loss," 
wrote USA Today.  

Boser is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, a think tank dedicated to 

improving the lives of Americans through ideas and action. Prior to the Center, Boser was a 

contributing editor for U.S. News & World Report, special projects director for The 

Washington Post Express, and research director for Education Week. His work has appeared 

in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Slate, and Smithsonian. He is also the founding 

editor of The Open Case, an online criminal justice magazine and currently serves as the 

http://www.edensedge.org/


research director of Leaders and Laggards, a Center-supported project that evaluates state 

systems of education. 

 

Dickens Fellowship 

Opening Reception for North of Boston Branch 

Thursday, June 17, 7:00 p.m. 

Any and all interested in the life and works of Charles Dickens (1812-1870) are invited to attend the opening event for 

a new North of Boston Branch of the international Dickens Fellowship.  Potential members may be interested in 

meeting monthly to discuss everything Dickens, have occasional outings, guest speakers, entertainment, and 

refreshments, with special events at Christmas with carols, wassail, mince pies, and readings.   

  

Summer Salon Series 

Friday, June 18, 5:00 p.m. 

Member Price Grisham will speak on "Jane Austen and the Anglican Church."  Price has received three awards for 

essays on this topic from the Jane Austen Society of North America is delighted to share his enthusiasm for all things 

Austen at the Athenæum.   

 

Salem Athenæum: Celebrating 200 Years! 

Essex Heritage Explorers Tour and Reception 

Thursday, June 24, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

  

Members of the Athenæum and the Essex Heritage Explorers are invited for a special tour and reception in honor of 

the Athenæum's bicentennial.  Non-members may attend for $15.  To reserve, see www.essexheritage.org. 

 

Summer Salon Series 

Friday, June 25, 5:00 p.m. 

Reading and discussion with G. Jeffrey MacDonald, author of Thieves in the Temple: The Christian Church and the 

Selling of the American Soul. 

In 1955, only four percent of Americans had switched religious affiliations in their lifetimes.  by 2008, it was 44 

percent and rising.  In his new book, G. Jeffrey MacDonald argues that this sea change in religious mobility has fueled 

a market-driven church, where "customers" increasingly demand what's entertaining and therapeutic, but seldom get 

challenged in meaningful ways to elevate personal priorities.  MacDonald has witnessed the tragic consequences of 

this shift from a unique perspective as both a national religion reporter and a pastor of a small New England 

congregation.  He sees the church evolving from a character-shaping institution into a pandering, customer-driven 

business. He will explore the crisis and discuss possible solutions. 

MacDonald is an award-winning journalist, author and ordained minister in the United Church of Christ.  His reporting 

http://www.essexheritage.org/


has appeared in five books, as well as Time, Conde Nast Traveler, USA Today, and the Washington Post,  among other 

national publications.  He has received six awards from the Religion Newswriters Association and the American 

Academy of Religion.  A graduate of Yale Divinity School, he was pastor at Union Congregational Church in 

Amesbury for four years.  MacDonald is currently correspondent for Christian Science Monitor and Religion News 

Service.  Recently he spent significant time researching the Salem Athenæum for his article on the bicentennial which 

appeared in the Boston Globe on March 6th. 

 

  

Top Ten Reasons Why Dickens Matters in the New Millennium 

A Light-hearted Lecture by Natalie McKnight 

Thursday, July 15, 7:00 p.m. 

Please join the Dickens Fellowship for a special guest speaker, Natalie McKnight, at the 

July meeting.  Currently Co-Editor of Dickens Studies Annual and Archivist and 

Subscription Manager of The Dickens Quarterly, McKnight is Division Chair and 

Professor of Humanities at the College of General Studies, Boston University.  She has 

published two books and numerous articles and reviews on Victorian literature and is 

working on a book on Victorian fathers.  Natalie attends the Boston Branch of the 

Dickens Fellowship.   

Following the talk and Q&A session will be a brief business meeting ending at 8:30 

p.m. 

For more information about the Dickens Fellowship and future meetings and programs, 

contact Deb Benvie at dbenvie@verizon.net or 978-979-0574. 

  

 
Natalie McKnight 

  

  
  

Summer Salon Series 

Friday, July 16, 5:00 p.m. 

Reading with Cynthia Morrison Phoel, author of Cold Snap: Bulgaria Stories.   

About the Book 
As in Sherwood Anderson's Winesburg, Ohio, place is at the center of Cynthia Morrison 
Phoel's debut collection of linked stories. At once quirky, remote, and agonizingly intimate, 
the ragged town of Old Mountain is home to a cast of Bulgarian people who do daily battle 
with the heat or the bitter cold, with soul-crushing poverty, and with petty disagreements 
among themselves-all the while attempting to adapt to changing times and keep up with 
their neighbors.  
 
If money is tight in this valley of run-down Communist blocks and crumbling plaster 
houses, community is tighter still. When a largely unemployed father in "A Good Boy" 

 
Cynthia Phoel 

Photo by Susan Young 

mailto:dbenvie@verizon.net


trades his much-needed summer earnings for a hulking satellite dish, everyone knows about 
it. The same way everyone knows about the shop lady who rests her finger on the scale to 
drive up the price of cheese in "Galia." In "Satisfactory Proof," a budding mathematician 
completes a prestigious master's degree in number theory but fails to recognize the patterns 
of care and compassion everywhere around him. And in the concluding novella, "Cold 
Snap," as the town endures freezing temperatures and waits for the central heat to be 
turned on, the characters we have already met make a satisfying encore appearance-as the 
brittle cold pushes them to the edge of reason. 

 
About the Author 
Cynthia Morrison Phoel served as a Peace Corps volunteer in a Bulgarian town not unlike 
the one in her stories. She holds degrees from Cornell University and the Warren Wilson 
MFA Program for Writers. Her work has appeared in The Missouri Review, The 
Gettysburg Review, Harvard Review, and Cerise Press. She lives near Boston with her 
husband and three children. 

  

Summer Salon Series 

Friday, July 23, 5:00 p.m. 

Rebel Shakespeare Company returns to the Athenæum with a performance of Othello.  

See www.rebelshakespeare.org for more information.   

 

  
 

 

Summer Salon Series 

Friday, August 6, 5:00 p.m. 

Dr. Hale Bradt, astrophysicist, author, and member of the Athenæum, will discuss the birth, life, and death of stars, 

and the amazing phenomenon of black holes. 

Hale Bradt is Professor of Physics Emeritus at MIT.  In his 40 years as an active faculty member at MIT, he carried 

out research in x-ray astronomy space vehicles.  He shared the Rossi Prize of the American Astronomical Society for 

his contributions to the Rossi X-ray Timing Explorer (RXTE) which is still returning useful data after almost 14 years 

in orbit.  He has authored two textbooks in Astronomy/Astrophysics and two books on the history of the Bradt 

family.   

 

 Summer Salon Series 

Friday, August 20, 5:00 p.m. 

Rebel Shakespeare Company returns to the Athenæum.  See www.rebelshakespeare.org for more information.   

  

http://www.rebelshakespeare.org/
http://www.rebelshakespeare.org/


 

Dickens Fellowship 

Thursday, September 9, 7 pm 

$5 suggested donation to support Fellowship Student Programs 

All are welcome to join the group for a dramatic reading of the first 2 chapters of 

Great Expectations with Peter Wilfred Stine, Emeritus Professor of English and 

African Literature, Gordon College.     

   
Peter Wilfred Stine 

Annual Book Sale 

Saturday, September 11, 10 am - 1 pm 

All books $2. 

Book donations accepted anytime through September 10th.  Volunteers needed for the 

entire day, 8:30 am to 2 pm.   

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 
September 17-19 

 

Events will be held at the Athenæum and in downtown Salem throughout the weekend.  

See www.salemlitfest.com for complete information. 

Please call ahead (978.744.2540) to register for the Scrabble Tournament on 

Saturday, 10 a.m. at the Athenæum. 

  

  

  

http://www.salemlitfest.com/


Paul Harding 

Reading from his 2010 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, Tinkers 
Tuesday, September 21, 7:00 p.m.  

$15 / $10 members / Free for students   [Register Now] 

**Venue changed - now at First Church in Salem, 316 Essex St.** 

Local author, Paul Harding, will launch the fall program season with a reading from 

Tinkers, his first novel and winner of the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and 

numerous other accolades.   

About the Book 

An old man lies dying. Confined to bed in his living room, he sees the walls around 

him begin to collapse, the windows come loose from their sashes, and the ceiling 

plaster fall off in great chunks, showering him with a lifetime of debris: newspaper 

clippings, old photographs, wool jackets, rusty tools, and the mangled brass works of 

antique clocks. Soon, the clouds from the sky above plummet down on top of him, 

followed by the stars, till the black night covers him like a shroud. He is 

hallucinating, in death throes from cancer and kidney failure.  

A methodical repairer of clocks, he is now finally released from the usual constraints 

of time and memory to rejoin his father, an epileptic, itinerant peddler, whom he had 

lost 7 decades before. In his return to the wonder and pain of his impoverished 

childhood in the backwoods of Maine, he recovers a natural world that is at once 

indifferent to man and inseparable from him, menacing and awe inspiring. 

Tinkers  is about the legacy of consciousness and the porousness of identity from one 

generation the next. At once heartbreaking and life affirming, it is an elegiac 

meditation on love, loss, and the fierce beauty of nature. 

  

“[An] outstanding debut… The real star is Harding’s language, which dazzles 

whether he’s describing the workings of clocks, sensory images of nature, the many 

engaging side characters who populate the book, or even a short passage on how to 

build a bird nest. This is an especially gorgeous example of novelistic 

craftsmanship.”— Publishers Weekly (starred review)  

"Every so often (and this must happen to you too) a writer describes something so 

well -- snow, oranges, dirt -- that you can smell it or feel it or sense it in the room. 

The writing does what all those other art forms do -- evoke the essence of the thing. 

In this astonishing novel, Paul Harding creates a New England childhood, beginning 

with the landscape. And he does this, miracle of miracles, through the mind of 

another human being -- not himself, someone else." --Los Angeles Times 

About the Author 

Paul Harding has a B.A. in English from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

and an MFA from the Iowa Writers' Workshop.  He has taught writing at Harvard 

University and the University of Iowa.   Harding grew up in Wenham and currently 

lives with his family in Georgetown.   

 

 

Paul Harding 
Photo by Gary Ottley 

  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2vl1t2cc1b33ac0


 

 

The Fur Trade in America 

Illustrated Lecture by Eric Jay Dolin 
Tuesday, September 28, 7:00 pm 

$15 / $10 members / Free for students   [Register Now] 

Eric Jay Dolin returns to the Athenæum to give an illustrated presentation of the 

history of the fur trade in America, with particular emphasis on the importance of 

the fur trade to New England and Massachusetts history.   

The fur trade was a powerful force in shaping the course of American history 

from the early 17th century through the late 19th century, playing a major role in 

the settlement and evolution of the colonies, and in the growth of the United 

States.  Millions of beaver, buffalo, sea otters, and other animals were killed for 

their pelts, which were used according to the dictates of fashion--and human 

vanity.  This relentless pursuit of furs left in its wake a dramatic, often tragic tale 

of clashing cultures, fluctuating fortunes, bloody wars, and great damage to 

America's native peoples.  In his new book, Fur, Fortune, and Empire: The Epic 

History of the Fur Trade in America, Eric Jay Dolin provides a comprehensive 

and compelling history of this important industry and its far-reaching effects.   

 

 

 
Eric Jay Dolin 

 Kimberly Drooks Photography 

 

 

Collections Symposium 

Saturday, October 2, 2010, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

$40 / $35 members / $10 students     [Register Now]  

Schedule: 

Refreshments available throughout the day 

9:00 a.m. Registration, Exhibition viewing 

10:00 a.m. - Noon Presentations   

Noon- 1:00 p.m. Exhibition viewing continues, Guided tours of the stacks 

1:00-2:00 p.m. Questions and Panel discussion 

The history of The Salem Athenaeum involves the collection of rare books in many genres 

τ literature, travel, history, science and philosophy. On Saturday, Oct. 2, from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m., the Athenaeum will offer a Collections Symposium, featuring its own holdings and a 

variety of presentations, along with a new exhibition highlighting its historic book 

collection.  

Sue Weaver Schopf, former Athenaeum board member and organizer of the event 

says, “As far as I know, this is the only event the Athenaeum has ever sponsored that 

focuses exclusively on the very reason for the library’s existence — its wonderful 

books — particularly those that came to us from founders of the organization.” 

Schopf is Associate Dean and Director of the Master of Liberal Arts program, 

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2vl1taa1b3af2d0
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e300uybh28a8b55a


Research Advisor in the Humanities, and Lecturer on literature at the Harvard 

Extension School. 

The story behind the formation of the collection is itself remarkable, since it derives 

from the merger of several other important book collections created in 18th-century 

Salem. The Social Library, founded in 1760, began with an impressive collection of 

415 books shipped from London, representing some of the most notable 

achievements in science, literature, and philosophy.  To these were added another 

124 volumes contributed by its members.  

By 181l, the Athenaeum’s first catalogue listed 2,700 works in the collection; by the 

end of the 19th century, 21,500 titles.  These included early editions of notable 

writers ranging from the Bronte sisters and Edgar Allan Poe to Ralph Waldo 

Emerson and Mark Twain. 

!ŘŘǎ {ŎƘƻǇŦΣ άaŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜƭȅ 

locked away in rooms that are generally inaccessible without special permission from the 

Director, most people have seen very little of it. Yet it is central to the history and mission 

of the Athenaeum.   

  

άaȅ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ !ǘƘŜƴŀŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦέ  

The Collections Symposium will feature presentations by Director Jean Marie 

Procious, Dr. James Morris, Dr. Sue Weaver Schopf and Charles Newhall.   

Procious will discuss the evolution of the collection and its subject strengths from 

the beginning to the present; the library’s changing organization; the most valuable 

items in the collection and the pressing issue of book conservation. Morris will focus 

on some of the gems of the scientific collection, including Diderot’s 35-volume 

Encyclopédie, the greatest compendium of Enlightenment knowledge published in 

the 18th century; as well as works by Newton, Franklin, Buffon, Malthus and 

Darwin. Schopf will discuss two important parts of the collection: the extensive 

body of travel literature and the importance of this genre; and highlights of the 

literary collection, including poetry, fiction, drama and aesthetic criticism.  Newhall 

will focus on Early American and London imprints in the collection, dating from 

1638 to 1815, including works by Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, and John 

Pickering; as well as important book printers in Boston and Salem. 

  

 

Poets from Newburyport and Salem Celebrate Poetry 

Sunday, October 3, 2-4 p.m. 

Join us for this exciting event that brings together some of the most talented poets writing on the North Shore 

today. Poets from Newburyport and Salem read from recent works and selected favorites. Poets include: David 

Berman, Jennifer Jean, Claire Keyes, Len Krisak, Jean Monahan, J.D. Scrimgeour, Deborah Warren, and Anton 

  



Yakovlev. Hosted by January Gill O’Neil. 

  

 

Opening Reception for the Massachusetts Bay Charter Exhibition 

Remarks by Margaret H. Marshall, Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 

Chief Justice  
Wednesday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Peabody Essex Museum 

$25 - Reserve by calling 978-745-9500 x3011 before October 6. 

 

The Massachusetts Bay Charter will be on view this fall, beginning with a special reception on 

the evening of October 13. This is the first time in 12 years that visitors can see the Old English 

script, official language ñ and countenance of King Charles ñ that enabled John Endecott, of 

Salem, to become governor of the newly established Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629.  

"We are excited to be joining with the Salem Athenaeum to exhibit this wonderful 

piece of Massachusetts and American history,ó says Josh Basseches, PEM deputy 

director. òThis rare document helped establish the commonwealth and the country.ó  

The Endecott Charter, as it is called, was held by the Saltonstall family for many 

years, until June of 1810. At one of the first meetings of the Salem Athenaeum, 

Leverett Saltonstall gifted the Charter as a founding manuscript of the Athenaeumõs 

collections. It has been stored at PEM since at least 1921.  

òThis document is central to the political and legal culture of British North America,ó says 

Charles L. Newhall, chair of the Athenaeumõs Collections Committee. òThe exhibition is a 

fitting way to celebrate the bicentennial of the Athenaeumõs founding. We are delighted to work 

with PEM to bring the manuscript and its history to the public.ó  

The four-page parchment will be on view in PEMõs American Art Gallery on Level 2, 
along with a brass sundial that belonged to Governor Endecott and other objects 
representing American art and culture of the 17th century.  

Celebrate the Massachusetts Bay Charter opening at 7 pm on Wednesday, October 

13, with a lecture by Margaret H. Marshall, Chief Justice of the Massachusetts 

Supreme Judicial Court. This is a ticketed event, and space is limited. Please visit 

pem.org/calendar or call 978-745-9500, ext. 3011, for more information about this 

special program.  

For the text of the document in modern English, visit the Avalon Project at Yale 

Law School. 

  

  

 
Margaret H. Marshall 

http://www.pem.org/calendar
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/mass03.asp


Nathaniel Bowditch - Celestial Navigator Extraordinaire 

Course instructed by Dr. George W. Brandenburg 

4 Thursdays, October 21 through November 11 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.   

Tuition is $145/$125 for members  

This course will address the life and times of Nathaniel Bowditch (1773-1838). Unlike other 

Salem heroes, Bowditch didn't attend school after age 12, let alone go to Harvard. Yet he 

managed to teach himself Latin, French, mathematics and physics; and he learned math and 

physics well enough to make world-renowned contributions in both fields. He sailed on 

Derby ships rising from second mate to captain, and along the way authored the well-

known maritime manual, The New American Practical Navigator. We will learn how the 

officers of Salem's ships were able to sail to the Far East with only this book and the sun, 

moon, and stars to guide them.  Bowditch retired from the sea at the age of 31 and put his 

mathematical skills to work as an insurance executive.  In his spare time he continued to 

work in physics producing an annotated translation of Pierre LaPlace's monumental 

Mecanique Celeste, a copy of which is held by the Salem Athenæum.   

Dr. George W. Brandenburg is an experimental particle physicist and Director Emeritus of 

the Laboratory for Particle Physics and Cosmology,  and Senior Research Fellow in the 

Department of Physics at Harvard.  He has worked at most of the major laboratories in the 

US and Europe, including the Max Plank Institute, Stanford Linear Accelerator Center, and 

MIT.  Most recently he had been working on the ATLAS experiment, which has just started 

taking data at CERN's Large Hadron Collider in Geneva.   

   

  

 

 

 

The Age of Revolutions and Constitutions:  

The American Founding in Global Context 

ADAMS LECTURE by David Armitage 

Tuesday, November 2, 2010, 7:45 p.m. at Hamilton Hall, 9 Chestnut St., 

Salem 

Wine and cheese reception begins at 7:00 p.m. 

$35 / $30 members / $10 students with ID 

Tickets available at door 

Harvard historian David Armitage will give the 2010 Adams Lecture focusing on the 

global vision of our founders, Salem's place in global circuits, and the plethora of 

nation foundings in the period 1776-1815, the so-called "age of revolutions and 

constitutions."  
David Armitage 



Armitage is the Lloyd C. Blankfein Professor of History and Director of Graduate 

Studies at Harvard University.  A prize-winning teacher and writer, he has lectured 

on five continents and has held fellowships and visiting positions in Britain, the 

United States, and Australia.  Among his eleven books are The Ideological Origins of 

the British Empire (2000), which won the Longman/History Today Book of the Year 

Award, and The Declaration of Independence:  A Global History (2007) which was 

chosen as Times Literary Supplement Book of the Year. 

About the Adams Lecture 

The Adams Lecture was established in 2004 in honor of John Adams, Librarian 

Emeritus of the Athenæum (1994-2005).  The lecture topics focus on aspects of New 

England or Early American history, literature and culture.  Past speakers include 

Margaret Marshall, Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial, historians David Hackett 

Fischer, Nathaniel Philbrick and James Gaines; and literary scholar/critic Andrew 

Delbanco. 

 

Very special thanks to our sponsors: 

 

                                            

The Essex Country Heritage Commission (www.essexheritage.org ) is the primary 

grant sponsor of Salem Athenæum Bicentennial programming.  Support is also 

provided by a grant from the Salem Cultural Council, a local agency supported by the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  

  

  

REPORT FROM AFGHANISTAN 

Women, Children, and War 

by Fahima Vorgetts 

Friday, November 5, 7 pm 

Tabernacle Church, 50 Washington Street, Salem 

Admission: $10 Salem Award donors, Salem Athenaeum and 

Tabernacle Church members.  All others: $15; $5 students 

Presented by the Salem Award Foundation for Human Rights and Social 

Justice & the Salem Athenaeum  

Purchase tickets here with PayPal, pay by cash or check at the Salem 

 
Fahima Vorgetts 

http://www.essexheritage.org/
http://www.salemaward.org/ticketsforfahimavorgetts52.html


Athenaeum or send your check to Salem Award, P.O. Box 8484, Salem, 

MA 01971.  Tickets will also be available at the door.  

Fahima Vorgetts, winner of the 2004 Salem Award for Human Rights & 

Social Justice, returns to Salem share her experiences from a life’s work 

spent helping to improve the lives of women and girls in Afghanistan.  The 

lecture will be followed by a reception.   

Fahima walks a path beset with obstacles to her work.  She faces personal 

security threats in Afghanistan, as well as threats to the women and girls 

with whom she works.  Several times each year Fahima travels to 

Afghanistan where she has opened new schools for girls and literacy classes 

for women; created income-generating projects for widows, helping them 

become self-sufficient; and arranged for the shipment of medical supplies to 

Herat's women's hospital. She has distributed clothing and school supplies 

to refugees in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Her efforts have touched the lives 

of thousands of women of all ages and ethnicities.    

She has committed her life to improving the plight of women and girls in 

Afghanistan.   In her own words, "Afghanistan haunts me. It is my country, 

and my heart breaks for my sisters who undergo daily oppression and 

hardship…My passion and life's work is to reclaim and rebuild the country 

so that women can be free and equal, and can live a life of dignity, literacy, 

and financial stability."     

Fahima Vorgetts heads the Afghan Women’s Fund, a program of Women 

for Afghan Women www.womenforafghanwomen.org. She is an honorary 

member of Afghanistan Organization for Human Rights and Environmental 

Protection.  She has addressed the United Nations and traveled widely 

speaking to university conferences and religious organizations. She has 

appeared on national and international television and radio stations, 

including BBC and NPR.  

For questions about this event, call the Salem Athenæum 978-744-2540.  

For more information about the Salem Award, see www.salemaward.org. 

  

  

 

Trunk Show of Afghani Handcrafts   

http://www.womenforafghanwomen.org/
http://www.salemaward.org/


Saturday, November 6, 10 am- 2 pm 

$10 donation at the door 

Unique, handmade items for sale will include rugs, jewelry, shawls, scarves, and blouses.  

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the Afghan Women's Fund. 

Fahima Vorgetts will host the trunk show.  In addition to her service as a board member 

of Women for Afghan Women, she is director of the Afghan Women's Fund.  As part of 

her long-term commitment to the women and children of Afghanistan, Fahima Vorgetts 

raises funds through speaking engagements and sales of Afghan handcrafts.  Several 

times each year Fahima travels to Afghanistan where she has opened new schools for 

girls and literacy classes for women; created income-generating projects for widows; 

arranged for shipment of medical supplies to Herat's women's hospital; and distributed 

warm clothing and school supplies to refugees in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Her efforts 

have touched the lives of thousands of women of all ages and ethnicities. 

  

Grand Wine Tasting 

Wednesday, November 11, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Old Town Hall, Derby Square, Salem 

Enjoy a fine selection of wines and light refreshments. 

Proceeds benefit The Salem Athenæum, Historic New England, and Historic Salem, 

Inc. 

Tickets are $35, $25 for members of the above organizations.  Tickets are available at 

Salem Wine Imports, 32 Church Street, Salem or by calling 978-741-9463. 

  

  

  

Cambridge Society for Early Music Concert Series 

Thirtieth Anniversary Season 

Music of Johann Sebastian Bach (1635-1750) 

BACH THE INNOVATOR 

First Concert 

Sonatas for violin and obbligato harpsichord 

Ingrid Matthews (Bodky Laureate 1989), violin 

Byron Schenkman (Bodky Laureate 1999), harpsichord 

Saturday, November 13, 8:00 p.m. 

TO RESERVE, see www.csem.org 

  

 

 

Visual Arts and Global Trade in the Early American Republic 

Friday, November 19 - Saturday, November 20 

See terra.salemstate.edu for more information and to register 

  

http://www.csem.org/
http://terra.salemstate.edu/


Please join us for this conference examining current scholarship on visual arts in America influenced by increased 

global trade from 1780-1840s.  Hosted by Salem State College, Salem Athenæum, and Salem Maritime National 

Historic Site (National Park Service), this conference is funded by a grant from the Terra Foundation for American 

Art.  A special exhibition will be on view at the Athenæum throughout the conference and during normal library 

hours. 

   

Christmas Presence 

A night of Dickens Christmas fancies presented by the Dickens Fellowship 

Thursday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. 

$15 donation 

Reserve to Deb Benvie 978-979-0574 by Nov. 29 

 

Featuring carols, dancing, and more.  A silent auction will raise funds for the Fellowship student 

programs.  For more information, see dickensnorthofboston.com or contact Deb Benvie.  All are 

welcome. 

  

  

Lecture by Gordon A. Martin, Jr. 

author of Count Them One by One 

Tuesday, December 7, 7:00 p.m. 

$15 / $10 members / Free for students            

In 1961, Forrest County, Mississippi, became a focal point of the civil rights movement when the 

United State Justice Department file a lawsuit against its voting registrar, Theron Lynd.  While 30 

percent of the county's residents were black, only twelve black persons were on its voting rolls.  

United States v. Lynd was the first trial that resulted in the conviction of a southern registrar for 

contempt of court.  The case served as a model for other challenges to voter discrimination in the 

South and was an important influence in shaping the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Count Them One by One: Black Mississippians Fighting for the Right to Vote is a comprehensive 

account of the groundbreaking case written by of the Justice Department's trial attorneys.  Gordon 

Martin, then a newly minted lawyer, traveled to Hattiesburg from Washington to help shape the 

federal case against Lynd.  He met with and prepared the government's sixteen courageous black 

witnesses who had been refused registration, found white witnesses, and was one of the lawyers 

during the trial. 

Decades later, Martin returned to Mississippi to find these brave men and women he had never 

forgotten.  He interviewed the still-living witnesses, their children, and friends.  Martin intertwines 

these current reflections with vivid commentary about the case itself.  The result is an impassioned, 

cogent fusion of reportage, oral history, and memoir about a trial that fundamentally reshaped liberty 

  

http://dickensnorthofboston.com/


and the South. 

Gordan A. Martin, Jr. of Boston, is a retired trial judge and an adjunct professor at New England Law 

Boston.  His work has been published in the Boston Globe, Commonweal, the Jackson Clarion-

Ledger, the Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, various law reviews, and other 

periodicals.  He has co-authored a civil rights casebook, and is a graduate of Harvard College and 

New York University School of Law. 

  

  

Welcome Winter! Members Party 

Saturday, December 11, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Join your member friends (and make new) in the cozy Athenæum to mark the end of our bicentennial 

year and the beginning of the holiday season.  Refreshments, seasonal music, children's craft activity 

and plenty of good cheer included! 

  

  

 


